
May 5, 2022

RE: Response to Request for Advisory Opinion

Dear Council Member Tyler Olson,

Although it is not possible to quantify in measurable financial terms, at this point in time,

whether or not a vote by you or Mayor O’Donnell to grant or deny the re-zoning application filed

by the Cedar Rapids County Club will result in a direct or indirect financial benefit to you or to

Mayor O’Donnell, the Board has determined that a vote by you or a Mayor O’Donnell on the

rezoning application of the Cedar Rapids Country Club may involve the receipt by you and a

member of Mayor O’Donnell’s immediate family of “other consideration that is not otherwise a

benefit or other consideration to the general public.” Such consideration may take the form, for

example, of enhanced amenities or facilities that are available to you and Mayor O’Donnell as

members of the Cedar Rapids Country Club that are not available to the general public.

You and Mayor O’Donnell are both included in the definition of a “City Official”, as set

forth in Section 6.22(c)(5) of the Municipal Code. A Conflict of Interest Action is defined in

Section 6.22(c)(6) to include “Any official action on a matter in which the City Official has Cl

ean reasonably be expected to have a Private Financial Interest in the outcome”. A Private

Financial Interest/Private Gain is defined in Section 6.22(c)(9) of the Municipal Code to mean

any “direct or indirect economic benefit or other consideration that is not otherwise a benefit or

other consideration to the general public and is to the City Official or to a member of the City

Official’s immediate family.” (Emphasis added). Accordingly, a Private Financial Interest may

exist with respect to Mayor O’Donnell even though she is not a member of the Cedar Rapids

Country Club because her spouse is a member and is a member of Mayor O’Donnell’s

immediate family.

The Cedar- Rapids Board of Ethics (the “Board”) met on Tuesday, May 3, 2022, for the

pur-pose of reviewing your application for an Advisory Opinion on the issue of whether recusal

by you and Mayor O’Donnell is required with respect to discussion and voting on a re-zoning

application filed by the Cedar Rapids Country Club, of which you are a member and Mayor

O’Donnell’s spouse is a member.

Under Section 6.22(e) of the Cedar Rapids Municipal Code (the “Municipal Code”),

upon the request of any City Official the Board “may render advisory opinions concerning

actual, potential or hypothetical Conflict of Interest Actions (as defined herein), and shall issue

an advisory opinion in writing as to any such question.”

Councilmember Tyler Olson

Councilmember Chambers, City Hall

Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52401
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Cedar Rapids Board of Ethics

By:

The Board appreciates your requesting this advisory opinion and your careful and

thoughtful response to the Board’s request for additional information. The Board hopes that this

advisory opinion is helpful to you and to Mayor O’Donnell.

Gary Streit

For the Board
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T. Olson

It is the unanimous conclusion of the Board that a vote by you or Mayor O’Donnell on

the re-zoning application filed by the Cedar Rapids County Club constitutes a Conflict of Interest

Action within the meaning of the Municipal Code and you are encouraged to recuse yourselves

from discussion or a vote on the foregoing rezoning application.




